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COMMENTARY: Maple Creek Royal Purple Lodge’s Pearl Party

FIRE HALL FUNDS: Debbie Arnold presents a $1,000 cheque to Michael Morrow,
Town Councillor and chairman of the Maple Creek Community Fire Department
Committee. They are flanked by Lester Nickel, Walter Arnold and Sharon Berreth.

FUNDS FOR SASKATCHEWAN BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION: Debbie Arnold
presents a $1,000 cheque to Sandi Lougheed. Also pictured are Sharon Berreth,
Lester Nickel, Ella Yan and Walter Arnold.

ABOUT CANADIAN
ROYAL PURPLE
* A federally incorporated
not-for-profit organization
* It has an approved
structure for establishing
branches in communities
* Volunteers will be
insured while projects are
taking place
* Members are able to
access licensing to raise
charitable funds
* Volunteers are members
of national and provincial
organizations ready to
help
• Membership
qualifications: a resident of
Canada who was attained
the age of 14, who
supports democratic and
lawful government and the
purposes and objectives
of the Canadian Royal
Purple Society
HISTORY
Originally formed as an
auxiliary to the Elks of
Canada in 1914, known
as the Royal Purple of
Canada, the Royal Purple
organization established
its independent existence
in 2014.
The new Canadian Royal
Purple Society retained
many of the rich traditions
of the Royal Purple of
Canada.
The purple pansy was
chosen as the national
emblem for two reasons:
first, because the pansy
grows across Canada
and, secondly, because
it means “pleasant
thoughts” which fits with
the Principles of the Royal
Purple: justice charity, love
and service.
MAPLE CREEK LODGE
It was resurrected this
year eight years after the
last one dissolved when
volunteers became tired
and left.
The new Canadian Royal
Purple Maple Creek Lodge
#386 was instituted and
members installed on
Wednesday, February 13
at the Bel Air Gardens
restaurant in Maple Creek.
The members are Debbie
Arnold, president; Walter
Arnold, secretary; Lester
Nickel, vice-president;
Ella Yan, treasurer; and
Sharon Berreth.

Oyster shucker: MaryLou McCarthy, from Elrose.

Auctioneer: Sandi Lougheed, from Beechy.

Royal Purple members just want to have fun
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Each bidder put a loonie in a
container and wrote down the
number of the bid. From number 1
we climbed higher and higher …
several times it seemed the
bidding had fizzled out only to
find new life. Most of us are
drawn to particular numbers,
without always knowing why.
Walter Arnold, however, was very
clear about why he was bidding
on a number in the 40s (46, I
think).
“That’s my age,” he said.
On and on we went until the
auction closed at 118. It meant $118
in coins was in the containers.
That was when a special app for
picking random numbers came
into play. Each bidder whose
number came up on the app was
invited to MaryLou’s table to
collect a pearl.
The image of MaryLou cutting
open the oyster was flashed on the
screen. There was always a little
breathless pause before the content
was revealed followed by a rush of
“gosh, that’s so lovely” comments.

Once or twice, twin pearls nestled
within the oyster.
Pink, gold, aquamarine, white,
silver, black … there was a
succession of beautiful colours.
Once the pearl was collected, the
winner would show it to everyone.
I always had to resist a mad
compulsion to pop it in my mouth
like a candy gobstopper.
Next stop for the winner was
Debbie Arnold’s table where the
pearl would be fitted into the
chain and pendant.
Another auction followed, along
with draws and door prizes. A
spinning wheel was also used to
decide winners. It seemed there
were several ways to get a pearl
and nobody left for home without
one. On top of all the action, there
were jokes aplenty, most a little
too spicy to print. The joker-inchief was Sandi.
The evening was broken up by
two cheque presentation
ceremonies. After the Maple Creek
Royal Purple Lodge reformed in
February, it received $2,000 from
the Canadian Royal Purple; it

could donate the money to causes
of its choice. It decided to split the
money between the new Fire Hall
and the Saskatchewan Brain Injury
Association.
Before we left, Sandi asked
people to give their verdict on the
evening. Meeting new people and
doing something unique in Maple
Creek were popular comments.
And that was that … my first
Pearl Party was over. If bidding
for pearls, exchanging jokes,
snacking and enjoying a little bit
of Hawaii in Maple Creek appeals,
then the Royal Purple will be your
type of scene.
The group is all about
socializing, helping the
community … and bringing out
the fun in fundraising. It made
$500 from the evening, with tickets
going for $40.
Cindi Lauper wrote about girls
just wanting to have fun. Well, so
do the Royal Purple members.
Give Royal Purple a go. You
have everything to gain.
Possibly even a beautiful,
iridescent pearl.

Who can resist? Some
of the pearls that were
won on Friday. Walter
Arnold went home with
four, two of them twins!
Just what he wanted for
his grandchildren.

Chain reaction: There
were plenty of pendant
and chain options.

Perfect fit: Debbie Arnold inserts a pearl in a pendant
and chain for the Mayor, Michelle McKenzie.

Luck of the draw: David Courtemanche, Legion bar
manager, picks a lucky winner.

Draw prize: An auction
wasn’t the only way to
win something special.

